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ACA Accreditation & More !

After two years of work, Camp

gained the status as an accred-

Ketcha achieved the prestigiousited camp after adhering to over

American Camp Association
(ACA) Accreditation. Liz Tully,

175 individual standards.
The Rigorous Process

our Camp Director, encouraged Our two years of work culmi-

us to set this goal back in 2005
Going through this process has
made Camp Ketcha a much

. hated in an all-day site visit.
An inspection team of veteran
camp professionals visited

stronger operation and has giverCamp Ketcha and put us

the staff many tools to continue
to improve safety and overall
program quality. Camp Ketcha
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through our paces. They toured
camp and interviewed staff one-
on-one about our policies and
procedures. Then the inspectors
met with our camp leadership
staff for 6 hours to evaluate all
of the standards. The team re-

Cont'd on page 2

Camp Ketcha has announced the creation of a fod ti
Barn Manager position to serve its growing Equastri
Programs. After a year of leading the equestrian pr

The Camp Ketcha Board of Directors
has established permanent preserva-

gram, Jessie Bosse has moved to a full-time manage-tion of our 133 acres as it's top prior-

ment position with Camp Ketcha. She has been re-

ity for the upcoming year. Heidi

sponsible for developing and leading new and innova Bean, Chair of the Land Use Com-
tive programs such as Pony for a Day, Equestrign Fi mittee, said, “It will be a wonderful

ure Drawing and GERL. (Girls Equestrian Riding
League). . “Jessie brings tremendous skill and back
ground to Camp

legacy for this Board to pass along
this land preserved for future genera-
tions so it will always be available to

Ketcha’s programs. She  the families of our community.”

is experienced, compe-
tent, and an encyclope-
dia of all things eques-
trian” said Alex Taylor,
head of Camp Ketcha's
Horse Task Force.
Kim Swanson, Camp
Ketcha Board member,
says, “My daughter has
learned so much from
her this winter at the
Jessie Bosse takes on full-timearn under Jessie’s
year round management of careful guidance. She
Camp Ketcha's Equestrian  |oved her time there

Preserving the land would ensure
that it would remain as youth camp
and open space forever.

The best option for preserving the
land would be to sell the develop-
ment rights to an organization dedi-
cated to land preservation. This
would allow the ownership of the
land to remain with Camp Ketcha
and to continue operating as a com-
munity facility. This sale would
yield funds to retire Camp Ketcha’s
mortgage which resulted from the
fire of 1999. The retirement of the

Programs. Jessie shown hereeven during this coldest mortgage would further increase the

with “staff” member, Crystal and snowiest of win-

Cont'd on page 2
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Rent Camp Ketcha

.. . a special location for
your special occasion .

Camp Ketcha is a scenic, relaxing
setting for your event or party:

- Off-Site Business Meetings
- Summer Picnics & BBQ's

- Wedding/Commitment Ceremonie
- Rehearsal Dinners & Receptions
- Bridal & Baby Showers

- Engagement & Anniversary Partie
- Birthday & Retirement Parties

- Family or Class Reunions

- Fundraisers

- Bar or Bat Mitzvahs

- Corporate Functions & Banquets
- Funeral/Memorial Receptions

n

Your event can be held both indoors g
outdoors and you may choose your own
caterer. Call us at (207) 883-8977 for
more information.

Camp Ketcha Annual Campaign

Based on feedback from our donors we have
moved our Annual Campaign from Nov-
Dec to the Spring. Just tell us when you

would like to give and we will remind you.
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viewed proof that each item was in compli-
ance.

ACA accreditation goes well beyond state

licensure to address program quality.
Their standards are continually evaluated

and updated to reflect current best practice

in camps. Camp Ketcha recognizes that

accredited ACA camps set the standard for

the industry with only a handful of day

camps in Maine having this status. For us,

it is a regular, independent health & safety
audit of camp operations. For parents, the
accreditation symbolizes excellence and
our ongoing commitment to the children
we serve.

ndviability of the camp in the long term.

In addition, Camp Ketch was notified this
year that we endangered New England
Cottontail Rabbits are located on the prop-
erty which increases the urgency of this
preservation effort. We are now incorpo-
rating rabbit habitat stewardship into our
land use plans

If you would like to help this effort please
contact, Tom Doherty, Executive Director.

$!
You may have already noticed our newly
updated websitewww.campketcha.org
This was donated by iKnow Digital Media
& Web Design of Portland.

We replaced our old phone system which
was not Y2K compliant with a new system
that is giving us greater reliability.

Scarborough Planning Board recently ap-
proved a new storage building for our year

round adventure programs equipment. This

storage facility was funded by the Agnes
Lindsay Trust and will soon be swarming
with hammer wielding volunteers.

The entrance signs are on the list next.
Keep an eye out for other changes and let
us know what you think.

ters.”

Jessie, originally from the Houlton
area, is from a family steeped in horse
breeding, training and competition. She
has won numerous awards from the time
she started riding at age four. Jessie’s
daughter Paige, age 1, has her own pony
already waiting for her to carry on the
family tradition.

Last winter Camp Ketcha took on a
year-round operation of its barn with the
acquisition of several horses. This year
Camp Ketcha received a generous gift
from the Sprague Foundation. These
funds have been earmarked for infra-
structure improvements and to prepare
for its next stage of growth. Camp
Ketcha's stable has increased to 10 care-
fully selected horses and is poised to
have it's best summer in recent memory.
We already have several equine pro-
grams sold out. Jessie and Alex Taylor
have worked hard to add critically
needed horses in the roles we need to
serve all of our riders. Please welcome
our newest “staff” at Camp Ketcha:

- Stardust is a bay Appaloosa mare
that has a beautiful rocking horse
canter and loves to jump.

Zoey, bay Quarter Horse mare, has a
lovely western jog and lope.

If you enjoy a spirited ride, then you
will love our chestnut Arabian,

Lucky.
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The high quality programs at Camp
Ketcha are made possible by the generous
efforts of these great organizations.

Please let them know that you appreciate
their support of Camp Ketcha as you

work with them.



